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R onald “Ron” Folkman, 63, of Lakewood, Ohio, passed away on February 4,

2026. Ron was born on April 9, 1962, in Lakewood, Ohio to the late Ronald
and Dorothie (née Riley) Folkman. He was the beloved husband of 19 years to the late

Debbie (née Spisak). Ron was the cherished brother of Traci (Robert) Thorpe and the

late Larry Folkman. He was son‑in‑law to Sally Spisak and the late Mike Spisak. He
was also a brother‑in‑law to Mark (Mandy) Spisak and Mike (Deborah) Spisak and the

proud uncle to Colin, Owen, Giada, Michael, and Megan.

Ron spent his career as a skilled electrician in the construction field. He was known for his

constant curiosity and his ability to solve any puzzle or fix any problem. Ron was always willing to
help a neighbor and provide “ronsultations” given one knocked after noon.

Ron was introduced to Debbie by her father at BW3’s where he played trivia under the moniker
“Buddy Love”. They married on November 15, 1997. Ron and Debbie traveled to many of the
places they dreamed of such as Hawaii, Mexico, the Pacific Northwest, France, Germany, and

England among other places. They liked going out to restaurants and pubs, socializing with
everyone around them. Wherever they went, they effortlessly formed friendships. Their devotion
to each other was unwavering. A true once in a lifetime love.

Ron adored animals, especially his cats Buddy, Franklin, and Cooper, and the myriads of birds
and squirrels that would visit his yard. He was an avid photographer, who enjoyed spending time

outdoors, particularly in the Metroparks, or kayaking on the Cuyahoga River and Lake Erie.

He shared a rare and enduring bond with his neighbors, marked by kindness, laughter, and a
steadfast friendship that turned an ordinary street into a true community. Whether he was

visiting the local watering hole, or the grocery store, Ron was known and loved by many.
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Ron approached life with humor, creativity, generosity and a genuine desire to help people. In
lieu of flowers the family asks that you donate to the Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation or to the

Lake Erie Nature and Science Center.

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center

28728 Wolf Road
Bay Village, OH 44140
https://www.lensc.org/support/donations/

Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation
223 W. Jackson Blvd., Suite 350

Chicago, IL 60606
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/pulfibfou/

These were each causes that were close to Ron's heart.

Memorial service to be held in April 2026
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Kelly Kramer posted:

Our deepest condolences to the family and close friends of Ron. He was the friendliest neighbor and

a true craftsman. I will always picture him waving from his front porch while we are walking the dogs,

with a smile on his face. He will be missed.Rest in peace, Ron.-Kelly & Mike Pettigrew

February 19 at 10:19 AM

Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation posted:

The Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation is truly sorry for your family's loss. Please accept our

condolences on the passing of your loved one.

February 18 at 6:59 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Ronald by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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